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What’s Inside 

Volunteers appreciate the perfect viewpoint in the midst of a 
magnificent Baobab tree, almost 1300 years old!  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/legodimo/?fref=ts
http://www.mytripblog.org/pg/groups/20677/botswana/
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Welcome to the June 2013 Botswana Conservation Newsletter! 
 
Winter is upon us already. It is incredible how quickly the year is flying by! We 
are definitely feeling the cold here in Botswana. The mornings become more 
and more difficult to get out of a warm bed and pile into the back of the game 
viewer. The evenings are spent huddled as close as possible around a roaring 
fire, each breath warming the cold air as we speak of the adventures of the 
day. If you are coming out to join us here on the project at Wild at Tuli, be 
sure to bring plenty of warm clothing and a warm sleeping bag. The days are 
still hot though, so be prepared for all weather!  
 
The last few months have been focused on ensuring adequate drinking water 
for the wildlife on the reserve over the dry season, especially as many of the 
natural water sources have dried up. We have seen some incredible results! 
Now three windmill pumped waterholes are continually flowing, assisted by 
the heavy gusts of wind we have had in the last weeks. Volunteers have 
greatly contributed by cleaning these waterholes prior to filling and clearing 
roads to allow vehicle access to the windmills for repair. Further road 
construction has opened up access to an additional bore hole which will also 
be used to pump water into a nearby natural waterhole, usually only holding 
water in summer. Camera traps positioned at these new water sources are 
showing a huge increase in animal traffic! Credit goes to all those helpful 
volunteer hands that have borne many a blister for this cause. 
 
For our trip away this month, volunteers headed to a new for the project 
destination, Tshipise Lodge in South Africa. Tshipise, meaning ‘something 
warm’, lived up to every expectation, as volunteers relaxed in the swimming 
pool, heated by natural springs. There was opportunity to get up close to the 
resident band of mongooses, dabble in tennis tournaments and access the 
internet while enjoying a chocolate brownie. A great weekend for all!    
 
In this month’s edition we hear from Nolwenn and Ellen about their 
experiences at camp on pages 3 and 5. Meet the most recent addition to our 
team, Abraham, on page 6. There is an update on the project over the last 
month on page 7, written by Project Manager David Hancock and plenty of 
photos to share on page 9!  
 
Enjoy our month of adventures! 
 
Tess Harris 
Project Manager and Social Manager 
Projects Abroad Wild at Tuli Conservation Project 

 
teresaharris@projects-abroad.org 
 

 

mailto:teresaharris@projects-abroad.org
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Nolwenn Le Bars, 18 years old, France, 3 month stay 
 
This morning, we all woke up around 6am after a nice weekend. After 
breakfast, was a sad moment as we said goodbye to Ellen, who is leaving 
after one month with us. We will miss her a lot! 
 
Once this emotional moment was over, we went for the morning activity. We 
went with Dave for erosion control! We went to the other side of the reserve, 
near Koro, and we stopped where there was a small drainage line. These are 
formed by rain during the wet season. Unfortunately, this creates holes (or 
ditches) so we need to try and correct it. Doing it all together makes it a lot of 
fun! 
 
We took all the tools and we started to 
work. Some of us were cutting and 
sharpening branches to build some stakes, 
some were cutting Mopane branches and 
the others were building small dams on the 
drainage line. Then we just needed to put 
the stakes in the ground at the head of the 
erosion line and weave the branches 
between them to create a wall to catch the 
sediment running off the soil. Some of the 
volunteers almost lost their fingers in this 
activity!  

 
For the 2 months I have been here, the other 
volunteers and I have discovered that every time a 
volunteer leaves the camp to go home, we see 
something amazing on that day. The last two or 
three times we have seen leopard. So today, when 
Ellen left, we were excited to see something. On the 
way to the activity, we saw Bat Eared fox, and then 
later we saw about 15 vultures circling above us. 
Finally, on the way back to camp we saw a young 
bull giraffe! Thank you Ellen! The legend seems to 
be true!   
 
After a long morning of work, we came back to the 
camp to have a very nice lunch made by Jane! Then 
we had a nice break. We played cards and relaxed.  

 
At 3pm, Elodie, Paul, Niklas, Dave and I went near the Top Hide to do flower 
identification. The project is busy creating a herbarium of the different flower 
species found on the reserve. We found several new species that were not 
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already on the file, and collected samples to be pressed. At the end, we had 
to head back to the car because we were too close to a herd of elephants.  
 
When we arrived back at the camp, we welcomed three new volunteers from 
the UK. During the evening, we had a big, big activity! To solve the game on 
Niklas’ phone! I think those riddles were the hardest thing of the day! 
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Ellen Borch, 21 years old, Norway, 1 month stay 
 
After a week of hard work, we had a relaxing day and got to sleep in. The day 
started of cloudy, windy and cold, but it soon cleared up and turned out to be 
another hot, sunny day! 
 
At 12pm, we all went to the beautiful Thune 
Dam for a picnic. As we arrived, we saw a 
magnificent wave of literally thousands of 
Red-billed Quealeas. It was so beautiful!! 
After a nice lunch with the fantastic view 
over the dam, we all played some cards 
and had some fun!  
 
We soon left for Mathathane and the bar. 
We all had a good time at the bar, drinking 
and dancing to the beats of Waka Waka. I made sure to enjoy every second 
of my last weekend in Botswana. On the drive back to the camp, three hyena 
ran before us on the road. Once back at the camp, we had a lovely dinner and 
dessert of donuts, which Michaela had made. 
 
Sunday was a lazy day, here at Motswiri. People are reading, writing in their 
journals and relaxing before another working week starts. For me, it’s my last 
day here. I am packing my bags, whilst looking back on the fantastic month I 
have spent here at Motswiri.  
 
I have enjoyed every day, with all the lovely volunteers, the friendly and 
helpful staff and of course, the amazing and impressive animals! It has been 
an experience I will never forget and I am quite sad to leave! But who knows, 
maybe one day I will be back?? 
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Snare Removal 
 
Routine anti-poaching walks located several fresh snares between the dirt 
road and labourers’ accommodation. Several new staff members have been 
employed by the land owners to repair severe 
rain damage. It is possible these new staff 
members may be responsible as the timing of 
the find coincides with their employment.  

The snares are designed to catch animals 
which can be eaten and sold such as Impala 
and Kudu. However, the snares are not species 
specific and there is a very high risk that other 
species including Elephants, Hyena, Leopard, 
Wild Dog and the Lions which have been heard 
in the area could also get entangled in them 
resulting in maiming or death.   

 
 
 
Thune Dam Bird Census 
 
We are continuing to regularly visit the recently filled Thune Dam and have 
observed some interesting developments over the last few months. As was 
expected, we have seen a large increase in the numbers of water birds using 
the dam and a rise in the number of water bird species using the dam. The 
initial count found 12 species and only 73 individual water birds.  

We are now seeing more than 20 water 
bird species and 200 individuals on a 
regular basis, with 41 water bird species 
having been recorded using the dam 
since we started visiting. These species 
range from the diminutive Little Grebe to 
Greater Flamingo and Saddle-billed 
Stork. Interestingly we also recorded a 
small influx of migratory waders at the 
end of March. We will await their return in 
the spring. 
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Mammal Census 
 
We now have over a year’s worth of data regarding waterhole usage by 
mammals at Wild at Tuli which allows us to begin comparative work.  
 
Compared to the first 5 months of last year 
the diversity of mammal species using the 
waterholes has dropped. The potential 
reasons for this include the high rainfall in 
January, which would have provided more 
water sources for the animals; or high 
mortality rates in certain species caused 
by the drought last winter, there have been 
no records of Common Duiker or Steenbok 
drinking at any of the waterholes in 2013.  
 
We have also recorded a fall in the 
number of Impala and Plains Zebra 
actually drinking at the waterholes when 
they are in the vicinity, since January 
2013, but oddly this is not true for either 
Greater Kudu or African Elephants which 
have consistently used the waterholes for 
drinking this past year.   
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Hey, my name is Abraham Ramonwana, popularly known as AB. I come from 
a small village called Motlhabaneng. I attended my primary education at 
Lentswe-le-moriti primary school from 1972 to 1978. I studied my junior 
secondary education from 1979-1981. My first job was in Gabarone, where I 
worked as a receptionist for 6 years. 
 
As someone who grew up in the bush, I always 
missed it while I was in town working for the 
Government in the Gabarone City Council. I decided 
to study to become a nature guide, and went for 
Guide Training School in 1989-1990, where I 
qualified as a professional guide. 
 
The courses I attended were: 

 Level 1 – leading walks in areas with potentially 

dangerous game 

 Level 2 – Weapons proficiency unit standard 

 Level 3 – Tourism Professional Guides Licence 

I started guiding in 1991, working at Tuli Safari 
Lodge as a professional guide for 22 years. 
 
I now work for Projects Abroad and Wild at Tuli as a 
guide and senior project supervisor.       
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Clockwise from top left: swan-like at Thune 

Dam; the finished product on baobab repair; a 

Goshawk watches us from its perch; knitting 

workshop around the fire; anti-poaching walk 

to remove snares; Spotted Hyena stares down 

the bakkie; beautiful Bunting at the waterhole. 



10 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clockwise from top left: making 

concrete to build a waterhole; a 

Rainbow Skink with its Scorpion prey; 

breaking in the new volleyball court; a 

pair of male Ostriches rareto see; flower 

identification for the camp herbarium;a 

dazzle of Zebra; weaving palm bracelets 

in Motlhabaneng village.  


