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Places to visit in Moldova
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By Shota Shimizu from Japan.

FITEN RAROEHF VT 7 O2o05HEE T, 10H 15H 7> 5H22H % TER
A BE—=vy T EITVWE LT, #Wbild, Emergency Hospital

L T[Emilian Cotaga + £ bkt T,

TRENE, 72WTWEIORRZAEE Y | ¥ F3IRFICHKD D £ Lz, FAdER,
FifiERTEY, =< SAVEMT2HE 25 E L,

F9. X151 H17THO2H ], EmergencyHospitaliZfTEx £ Lz, =
DIFRFEIZIT T SAORDH O . FULZE D72 )2D Microsurgery
Department (BEMIMEL) CIEESTHT 2 A2 L E LT,

EER, BRAZ v 7 LI, BEIADLENERTHI LD
DFE L7, T LT, FAlX, Microsurgery Department
DOFLETH S  Anatolie CALISTRU IZ & » TIT oLz FHREEES FIRSCR BB T2 RZE L E Lz,

Wiz, FAZ18H 2 H22H D5H,. [Emilian Cotaga) T & bRPEICITE £ LT,

Z ORGEO IR, BER, REARBEZRFLELL,

RODOHE, FAIAFROFIRZRFALE Lz, BT, AFROBERLLZOFMEEEELUNTHO TRE Lz, Fifio
ATZ, BRONE L BT, MADPOEEDOL L~EB L, BERLTOBIH L TERICOWTHZ LE Lz, ZOkbt
TRZLIZAZRROFML, 622 O THAIEDO AFHHTH Y | TonlEHl & SilvialZAlIC L > TiTbhvE Lz, 20
FHATAEINZ T THT DO BERDH Y ZOHE—BEIEPARRSNIZFMT LI, £O0H L bikx 2O il 2
L¥E L7, 72&2id, EEDSRED HELEMDP BemE N >72izd, 2O EEE L, RERISHIIFRC T 5 Fiir
PATONE LTz, ZTnhb, EHEHEE b o215 BRI L TR, FF0—MaGAZEMEMMRE & bic, EREhn
TR TONE LI,

EA v —r vy TaEBLT, AT SADEZRM#HREZRINTS 2
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RZZENTE, FLZOFMOAFT LI LENTEE L, TAnD,
FUTEN RANE HARDOERIIIRE REVRH D Z LIZKfFEE L, £
Vv RARDIFRBEN O BREERCMHT b T 5 RIS T A ARD T & 135k B
STNELRZ, LMLEDOBEZRNTZNEW) BEFREDERL, &b
SOELIFELTLE, BRIIZDOEOER AR T EBENET, L. H5
PHENCONWT, TDOEDOFEL R HEE, KAE A, BEAZOEO A
2 DIFEIIEL B o> TW\Wb & BuvEd, B,

EmergencyHospital CIERUIWT S 722 < 0BEEHE L1, BEHL
. BV RARTEIMENTEFEELEPSROTL L 9, RETTN, BRORFZOFRHZOHRZIL, BARAOKNRD 5 i
DUFEAND BRI LD H/NSWZ LR TRE LE Lz, M1, 2 OBENEHFRE SFFHREDOEWICSH S L7
L., Z07HIz, BAANE, L0720 <HERBOBURE LT WEBICH B LRSI TWET, fAX, BExie
EAELETHZLI2L-oT, KVMERICABO L APREFETE D EBoTHnET, Kl L THHICLTEE
ST RAROERAL v 7IELSBEHO&E2BR_NEWEBONET, £ LT, SEREMGHFZIEGL, (A 0oE
FLLT, FOENL RANOHIZE - TE T, PIFCIHREZITO 20 E BnET,
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Journalism age projects
Trip to Old Orhei

By Neal Simpson from Australia. o8

Moldova is a flat country. That's not to say it has its fair share of &
valleys and hills, but mountains are hard to come by. K&
Geographically, it sits below the peaks of the Carpathian £2g
Mountains in Romania, with nothing but clusters of rolling hills &

and fields to distinguish it as nothing more than an extension of Xg

the Ukrainian steppe. There is however an exception to this. Two oX

walls of rock rising out of the earth beside a bend in the River Raut to create a secluded river valley gﬁ:,
is itself a unique feature of the land. What makes it far more remarkable is that within the solid £§
stone rearing above the fields in the valley is the presence of caves carved into the rock. And these R&
caves, in centuries past, were home to communities of monks. In fact, to this day, a handful of 2
monks still inhabit the catacombs. | was fortunate, along with the other volunteers, to visit this site g
and see one monastery known as Old Orhei. I am not a religious man, nor would | say a particularly ~ X&
spiritual one. | do however respect anyone who would have the skill and tenacity to build for them S8
a place of worship within a sheer cliff face. Before coming to Old Orhei | had seen several awe S
inspiring Orthodox churches, both here in Chisinau and also in Romania and Russia, all drawn 2g
together by their grandiose architecture and ornamental interiors. So at first a Spartan church and @&
monastery carved into the rock would seem a little out of place. As | was to find out, as with so  X&
many other things in Moldova, Old Orhei managed to turn my thoughts and expectations on their &
head. We started our tour driving down into the river valley after stopping for photos amidst the §S
ruins of a fortress perched upon the mountaintop, overlooking the village of Orhei and the fields in 2
the valley. Once at the bottom, we were given a tour of the museum which showcased shards of @&
pottery from the area from 1300 BC through to jewellery and glass left by members of the Golden Xg
Horde in the late Middle Ages, all the way to artefacts from the 18th century. Throughout all these S8

years the town and monastery had endured invasions and great hardships. It is hard to imagine, for
someone such as me, a place surviving for that long and still functioning, coming from a country

where history of large scale invasions and wars doesn't begin until the 20th century.

WWW.projects-abroad.net
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But with the tour over we headed out to what was called an
open air ethnographic museum. It was essentially a
traditional Moldovan village, built and unchanged from
three centuries ago. We entered a three roomed building
bedecked with traditional furniture, utensils and

outbuildings necessary for everyday life. The buildings

themselves were tiny, with entrance ways requiring the
entrant to bend almost to the waist to enter a room no bigger than three or four square metres.

Traversing a few stone steps into the cellar, we had our first experience of being underground. The

walls and roof were made of stone, the floor of dirt. As our guide pointed out the wooden barrel
and staff used to wash clothes, it was not hard for me, standing amidst the gloom, to imagine how

life must have been like for those that lived here, and continue to live today in similar conditions.

But it wasn't until we went underground into the monastery itself that such a feeling became almost
overpowering. We came to an entrance in the side of mountain above the village, a roughly hewn
hole with stairs carved into the rock. In single file we traversed the staircase with no light
illuminating the darkness around us. We went further down until we could see a flickering golden
light. Coming to the end of the stairs and releasing a white-knuckled grip from the handrail, | found
myself in a chamber filled with dozens of clusters of small candles. These clusters illuminated the
golden artistry of a myriad of icons hanging along the walls. The chamber, not large by any
standards, felt smaller from the press of tourists and pilgrims, each browsing souvenirs and revering
artefacts respectively. Our guide led the other volunteers and | out to an entrance on the other side
of the room. Following them out, | found the ground ended another metre ahead of me and I was
standing on a ledge on the side of the mountain. Solid rock rose above me and below a steep scree
slope led to a bend in the River Raut and the fields beyond. The horizon stretched further beyond
that, to be lost where the rolling foothills met the wild blue of the autumn sky. After traversing a
pitch black corridor finding myself on a ledge sixty metres above the ground was a little unnerving,
to say the least. And there was no handrail. But | soon got over my vertigo and began taking as
many pictures as possible as the wind buffeted back inside the chamber those who were ill at ease

from the height.
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28 With our fill of the light we filed back into the
A chamber where our guide led us down another
&g  darkened corridor into what were the cells of the
oN original monks. The ceiling was low, really low, with
Xa  all of us having to bend at the waist. The chamber was

2R  barely illuminated with light from a small window.

N Using a torch | was able to explore the other cells,
2y  finding nothing but bare rock in the gloom, much to my relief. Our guide explained the low ceiling
o by design, allowing the monks to always be in a penitent position before God, bowed in reverence.
Mo  Kneeling in the dust in the semidarkness, | could easily picture the monks going about their daily
QX lives, totally removed from the outside world by their spiritual duties, and by the physical barrier of
N the mountain they were in. For me this was a totally unique experience that |1 would possibly never
2 get anywhere else in the world. After a while, 1 did not mind being stuck down in the darkness.
N That | was standing, or rather, crouching, in a spot unchanged for centuries was well worth any

g  discomfort brought about by being underground in a dark narrow space. We finished our tour atop

SX  the mountain ridge, overlooking the fields and slopes surrounding the River Raut. Here stood a RS
2 stone crucifix, carved several centuries ago. Apparently, the local belief was if one were to touch %27
%% the stone and make a wish, then it would come true. And who am | to say that it would not? Z
2 Standing there with mountains and fields all around and the river below and nothing but the sound LE?EJ
%% of the wind rustling the grass, to describe it as anything other than peaceful would be a lie. | came Z
2 to Moldova as a volunteer with the purpose of working as a journalist and improving my Russian é%
%% along the way. But on this day, standing on top of a still functioning monastery, | was glad | took Z
t:;? the time out from my duties to come here. No wonder the monks built the monastery here, it is so r_:;:,
2 far removed from the rest of the surrounding country that it was the perfect place to reflect on their LE?EJ
%% lives. | have to admit I could not help but admire their ingenuity and commitment to build and live Z
O QR

oD in a place such as this. Old Orhei is memorable not as a place of artistic grandeur, but as one of X&
X2 natural simplicity that beguiles the tourist and pilgrim alike not with material richness or with
28 dominating architecture, but with pure functionality in a place naturally inclined to evoke a sense of

oA peace and contentment within those who would set foot upon it.

247 WWW.projects-abroad.net
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Business project in Moldova
Eiji Kuwabara/Z R ]

SEOL4RNY, RFEFTT, 428 CHARAANTT, BEZ, “ny=r
77 a—KR&@U T, TLRNIZT3IryHOEV R AL VX —0 v o T|Z
ZILTHET,

STT, EVRXAAL A —2 B 2 ZFINL RT3 AT TWET,
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FENRARDOFEEZLHS>THH O Z EEEMRLTHAIEFIZHATHET,

SIS A2, AREAZZZFENL RATEILTWET, A F—r Yy F2BL T, ZHE THRSH

SEHEBT. B0 KB, i ChitHFEE2 ST Wi a E Lz, HRESHtTix, BARTHEDN T
WHEFEHOEED Y A R L2 | DEFFBITCRT R EOHE MK TIX, BROREORECH
AKDOEDZRATA R EIZONWTOF LB U 52T TWET,

Flo, B TEHBHOEKRAEL1ODDOT —vIZESWTiEmE LD LE LTz, 51T, Wbt CIXERMS
ZHARDEFI R TEWTS bR ORICRBE LR L, ARELHZ 2WMEIC TEMOFAED A KFEHRE
DFENET>TVET, MAT, FVRARORFEE BRORE L OLZBEFLORBFEIZMWTTOT AR
[FIRFIZAT T1T > TV E T,

S2D25 AT, REFESZERD DIZTGETORRFHOS LB TLE, LB TR, BROEERE
LCHARDE VR AAUIZOWNTENENSONERFR ZTAEX | six SECHEE Lz, TNET, HAFET
DT VLB ORBRIIH->TH, HETOT LB ORBRIZED S T=OTTRN, GUNIEARIZEFD h— =0
QAN X TEERT ALY, BRTOF LU HELEILEEES>TWE L, FOE 2 2T,
FLPUEER L, BT THRELER, BHO LB TIEA LB RICEAEAARNRL R0
BREENITRAII DA LD D N L DEEITIIVWERATLE, £2C, TOFEKAZIBRT H L,
T — b EERMLUTHE L, TORE. ROTLELORENEHIZE > TEHMO L DNREL , FLP
VOXENRZICS NI ERLFZEORIN LMD WZ R E L, E5IC, FAOFEFENHE LY
DSHEWVWEWVWHIZ b, ENOLDOFERNED L THEET L7202, mAIZ. TED~ A 7% T 0
DJustice’p EEEE LT, BETOT LB 2 EOXIIUTHIONEFEOE LT, F2, TNETOESD
DT VB ZMBITFE L, RO LEBUVFORAMELE L, ZA6IZED, FEFEHEOT LB S HARGED
LB LERE, BEFE2EBRL T, oV hn R0 <EmmMICEET W @S2 >o— T, Bo
HEITRRT 4 T 7=, TAaALEZ 7 MIOERTDLIZENLEZ SN £ L,

F-, REFLINODOEITAAETHLEFETLEDT, FNEHET I, 20RO L TlEK
FRFEES ORI E RS Ro72, Vo2 ATF vy —IREL DL VTBHE, TAaL X7 beT 5
WIERERE R0 TIERLS, A= AZRTWERIZE O E LT,
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Staff C details B&

Projects Abroad Moldova Staff o

Igor Fonari igorfonari@projects-abroad.org +373 79663024 (¥
lana Balta ianabalta@projects-abroad.org +373 78720666 27

Elena Chirica moldova@projects-abroad.org +373 78123753 gf:,

Eugenia Doros eugeniadoros@projects-abroad.org +373 079738838 s

ocial Media o

Join our official Facebook Group: Projects Abroad Moldova — The Official =)
Group http://www.facebook.com/groups/Projectsabroad.moldova RS

A monthly update with Projects Abroad Moldova Newsletters: 2L

http://www.projects-abroad.co.uk/volunteer-destinations/moldova/newsletters- e

from-moldova/ and information about Projects Abroad Country Blog: 1227

http://www.mytripblog.org/mod/blog/group blogs.php?gl=true&group gquid=2 =

Thank you all féfi.your co]iaboration! RS
Thank you for being with us! 143
If you have anything you’d like to contribute, o
suggest, or co41ment on, please contact
moldova@projects-abroad.org
.

WWW.projects-abroad.net




